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Office News:


*Please remember to notify the office of any                                                        changes in address, phone number or emergency                                          information.


*Please tune in to local radio WOON or WNRI                                                           for information regarding delayed openings and/or                                                      school closings in cases of inclement weather.


*Students should not be dropped off at school before 8:20 on regular days and 9:20 when there is a 1 hour delay.  There is no supervision before these times. 





 





 Feinstein News:  The next meeting will be either  Thursday, 01/05 or Monday 01/09 to discuss plans with St. Francis House for upcoming months. We received a grant from the Feinstein Foundation in the amount of $1142.65 to use in conjunction with monthly activities between Harris students and the nursing home. Any teachers who would like to participate with their classes should contact Eileen LaRiviere. 


     A large basket of toys donated by third, fourth and fifth grade students and teachers was sent to Milford Hospital for pediatric patients. 


     Mrs. Menoche reported that during the fall 140 good deeds were posted in the lobby and there were 101 in December.  She also sent Mr. Feinstein a thank you note for the DVD/VCR player and the two video curriculums on Dealing with Bullying. In addition, Mrs. Menoche donated get well cards to the art teacher, Mrs. Morrisette. She will set it up as a project to send cards to St. Francis House and the VA hospital. 


     Mrs. Mathewson’s  Mitten Tree was very successful. At least one student in each classroom received mittens or gloves and a hat. The remaining winter accessories were donated to Because He Lives Ministries. 


     On December 19th two groups of students from Harris School visited the residents at the St. Francis House on Blackstone Street. In the morning the classes of Mrs. Robert’s, Ms. Nault, and Mrs. Crepeau visited, sang carols and delivered candy hearts. In the afternoon the students from the classes of Mr. Viera, Mrs. Gautreau, Ms. Parker, Mrs. Costello, and Mrs. Lynch made Christmas wreaths and presented them to residents. They also sang Christmas songs that brought smiles to the faces of the young and old alike. It was a wonderful experience for all involved. 


     A check in the amount of $500.00 was sent to the Feinstein Campaign to Help the Needy by the Feinstein Committee and Harris Elementary. Mr. Feinstein will match our gift with a donation to the Harris Elementary students.


     Remember Mr. Feinstein is on television every Tuesday night at 7:00 p.m. on PBS 36/Cox Cable channel 8 talking about the good deeds of all Rhode Island students. Children can  mail their good deeds to him at 37 Alhambra Circle, Cranston, RI 02905.


   














Individual Highlights:


Inside Story	2


Inside Story	3


Inside Story	4


Inside Story	5


Inside Story	6


Inside Story	7


Last Story	8





Special Interest Articles:





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.





•	Add a highlight your point of interest here.
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Harris Elementary School





Thursday, January 19th


Family Ice Skating Party


6 – 7:30pm


River Island


       Park


Hot Chocolate, Goodies,


                 Campfire


Some Free Skate Rentals Available
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 SMILE CLUB:  We have a lot of Field Trips to squeeze in still so the next few months should be quite exciting! Some exciting experiments to look forward to:


Make your own   bubble gum�Instant Snow�

















 YEAR BOOK�$25 Sponsorships are still needed for our yearbook! �Please ask friends & family members to chip in for one, as well as asking local businesses to sponsor. Any size donation accepted! The yearbook will be on sale soon to all K-4 students, only $15.00 for a year full of memories!�Mrs. Moreau will be approaching 5th graders to help with the layout & design of the yearbook!














TECH ZONE – Mrs. Neil:  Many students have finished their 1st Power Point Projects, look for print outs to be coming home this month. During the month of December we focused on many different winter activities, including Holiday Cards, Winter Internet Games, & a festive typing project using Microsoft Word. Classes will come up with ideas for their next project unless requests have been made by their teachers.�Teacher Requests:�Mrs. Roberts students will work on a Caldecott Power Point Project, that will include student video clips. �Mrs. Larivierre's class will be creating a Power Point story book, using a story written by the class.�Mrs. Dubois' class will continue working on their Newbery Power Point Projects.


�NEW CELL PHONE FOR THE HOLIDAYS? SEND US YOUR OLD ONE!��INK CARTRIDGES,  INK CARTRIDGES, INK CARTRIDGES,  INK CARTRIDGES�WE WANT YOUR USED ONES!


 		


 

















 








Save the Date


February 11th


Harris Health Fair


 & Jump Rope for Heart
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PTO/PTA Fundraising Workshop: Thursday, Jan. 5th from 6-8:30p.m. Sponsored by the Parent Advisory Council  and  will be at the Woonsocket High School Auditorium. It will include such topics as the Do's and Don'ts of Fundraising and how the School Committee policies might effect our school's fundraising decisions. Childcare and refreshments will be available.  














Mrs. Spyrka and Mrs. Lambert�We wish everyone a Happy and Healthy New Year and thank so many of you for all our class Christmas gifts. The children will surely enjoy using our new "things" in 2006! We will continue working on reading and writing activities. Please watch for our "word wall" study list that will be sent home soon. We will spend more time studying the season of winter with science experiments, math problems, and social studies activities. What do animals do in the winter? How do different people live in the winter? What types of food and shelter do people and animals need in winter? We will also read, discuss, and compare several books written by one of our favorite authors, Jan Brett. January 16th will celebrate Martin Luther King Day


and we will take time to learn more about the history of this famous person. Also, please dress your child for the cold weather. We go out to play every  day--weather permitting. The children need warm coats, hats, gloves/mittens. It is good for us to run and play in the fresh air, but we want to be warm. Thanks for your help and cooperation with this. Reminder: NO SCHOOL on January 16th, so you can make child care arrangements if necessary. 
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January 17th – 20th 


Tuesday:  Crazy Hair Day


Wednesday:  Sports Day


Thursday:  Inside Out Day


Friday:  Dress-up Day















































































































































District News





When children can read, their whole world becomes “an open book”!  The goal of education is to help all children become proficient and capable readers, able to read at their grade level. Grade level means that the student’s reading level is the same as the student’s grade in school.





Capable readers 


Know how to solve problems when they come to words they don’t know


Recognize when reading doesn’t make sense and know how to figure it out.


Use many strategies to help reading make sense


Know how to change how fast or how slowly they read based on the kind of book they’re reading.





Some children, however, experience difficulties becoming proficient and capable readers. It is a school’s responsibility to address those difficulties. Rhode Island has passed a law requiring schools to write Personal Literacy Plans (PLP) for students reading below grade level.  A PLP is an action plan to improve reading proficiency for a student struggling to learn to read, providing both a structure for assisting the student and documentation of strategies and interventions used.





At the middle and high school levels, the law requires students reading three or more years below grade level to have Personal Literacy Plans. 


At the elementary school level, the Woonsocket Education Department has determined guidelines based on the Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) to identify which students should have a PLP 


Personal Literacy Plans are written at the beginning of each trimester, based on the most recent DRA results.  ANY student can have a PLP if the teacher believes it will benefit the student.





Family support is very important to a child’s success in learning to read well.  You have an important role to play. Although a parent signature is NOT required for a PLP, teachers are required to share the PLP with the family, however.  Your child’s teacher may ask you to work on certain reading activities at home with your child. If you have questions or concerns about your child’s reading progress and believe that your child would benefit from a Personal Literacy Plan, please make an appointment with your child’s teacher.
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MRS. LARIVIERE: I would like to thank the students and their families for all the treats and gifts. I also appreciated the food and supplies that the students brought in to use in their “How to” presentations. Everyone learned so much and we all had a wonderful experience. Our classroom smelled delightful with all the cooking going on. The students did a great job on their presentations and their procedural writing pieces. We will still be working on folktales and plays this month, as well as informational writing responses. We’ll be exploring characters in both reading and writing workshop. Our new genre home project will involve reading a folktale and creating a vest. Our math unit will begin with a store and restaurant to explore money, and then we’ll begin multiplication. Fourth grade students should be practicing their multiplication tables every chance they get, like during commercials, during indoor recess, and in the car. We’re almost done with our skeleton unit, so we should begin the new motion and design unit this month. We’ll be studying the southeastern section of the United States, too. Some students have become forgetful about completing and handing in homework and projects. The homework gives them practice with the work completed during the day, so it is important. Daily reading for at least fifteen minutes is important, too. Students should be logging their reading time, book title, and author in each night. They might enjoy having a parent read aloud or a sibling to read with sometimes instead of reading independently. We have a high school student from The Metropolitan Career and Technical School in Providence working in our classroom twice a week. Nicole made gingerbread houses with the children in December and she has been a great help working with individual students.  Many thanks from all of us for the gimp and lessons that Bria has shared so generously with all the students. Also, we are all proud of Catherine for her gift to a child with hair loss due to illness. She had her hair cut to donate it to Locks of Love. Her new haircut is very attractive, too. 
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Teacher Poem


 By Nicholas Juszczyszyn


Grade 5D





Mrs. Moreau’s mild mannered


And really knows her math


She is a very good teacher


But watch out for her wrath!

















Dates to Remember:


January 5th:  Fundraising Information 6-8:30 WHS


January 5th: Special Education Advisory Council 6-8:30 Pothier


January 10th: Harris PTO 6:30  Media Center


January 16th:  Martin Luther King Jr. Day – No School


January 17th to 20th:  Harris School Spirit Week


January 19th:  Harris Ice Skating Party 6-7:30 River Island Park


January 26th:  Harris SIT Meeting 7:30am – Media Center


January 27th:  Harris Family Movie Night – 6pm to 8pm





  





60 High School St.


Woonsocket, RI 02895





(401) 767-4855


Fax:  767-4857





Principal:


Mr. Thomas Hazard


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ride3851@ride.ri.net" ��ride3851@ride.ri.net�





Secretary:


Mrs. Carol Robinson





Newsletter:


Stephanie Roberts


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ride4587@ride.ri.net" ��ride4587@ride.ri.net�














"Harris School will challenge all children to reach their fullest potential and to function successfully as students, citizens and members of society."
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We’re on the Web! 


See us at:


www.woonsocketschools.com





60 High School Street


Woonsocket, Rhode Island  02895





Phone:	


401-767-4855





Fax:	


401-767-4857





E-Mail:	


� HYPERLINK "mailto:ride3851@ride.ri.net" ��ride3851@ride.ri.net�











 





HARRIS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL





Special Ed. Advisory Council (SELAC) Meeting: Thursday, Jan. 5th, at 6:30, at Pothier School on Robinson Street. The topic is Medicaid eligibility for children with special health needs. Registration is required, please call Carolyn @ 766-3379 or Denise 762-1319.





Third Grade: Ms. Nault and Mrs. Roberts:  Welcome back and Happy New Year. We’re kicking off the new year with a study of sound. Students will learn about pitch, frequency and vibration. The unit will be integrated with our Music class. We’ll also be celebrating Chinese New Year at the end of the month. Look for information about a festive Chinese dinner.  In Math, we’ll be exploring multiplication and division.  Toward the end of the month, we’ll begin exploring Geometry.  In writing, we will continue Writer’s workshop with the goal of everyone publishing a book.  In Reader’s workshop, we will continue to work on the metacognitive strategies for comprehension with Mrs. Pora.  Ms. Nault’s class will explore the genre of realistic fiction, while Mrs. Roberts’ class will be reading past Caldecott winning books while we await the announcement of this year’s winner.   Our Caldecott unit will include a power point presentation that includes video clips that we will work on with Mrs. Neil.  Happy 2006!  





 








Mrs. Edwards: Happy New Year,2006.  We had a fun December.  Hopefully Santa got all the students letters.  They worked hard making them just right.  The class had a blast making the Christmas Carol "movie", we have some budding stars in our class! Thank you to everyone who sent in goodies for our party...The kids enjoyed decorating the cupcakes.  We even made the best of our snowy Friday by going outside and building a snowman.  Last month we learned about decimals in math. We made a short trip to Colonial America. Doing our play help with some expression in reading. In January, we will be building snowmen inside and sending it on an adventure.  The American Revolution is on our list of things to do as well.  We will read George Washington's Socks and some Revolution stories by Jean Fritz.  Math will include a review of decimals and take us into fractions. It will be a busy month.     


” 
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Noticias del distrito





¡Cuando los niños pueden leer, el mundo entero llega a ser “un libro abierto”! La meta de la educación formal es ayudarles a cada niño ser un lector proficiente y capaz, leyendo a nivel del grado o curso.  A nivel del grado/curso quiere decir que el niño pueda leer libros designados como el mismo nivel del grado que cursan.





Lectores capaces:


Al llegar a una palabra que no sepan, saben como resolver el problema y decifrarla


Reconocen cuando lo que están leyendo no tiene sentido, y lo que pueden hacer para que tenga sentido 


Usan muchas estrategias para que tenga sentido lo que leen 


Saben como cambiar la rapidez con que leen basado en el estilo del libro que leen





Algunos niños, sin embargo, experiencian dificultades llegando a ser lectores proficientes y capaces. Es la responsabilidad de la facultad de la escuela confrontar esas dificultades.  El estado de Rhode Island ha pasado una ley requeriendo  a cada escuela que escriba un Plan Personal de Alfabetización (PLP – Personal Literacy Plan) para cada niño leyendo bajo nivel del grado/curso.  Un PLP es un plan de acción para mejorar la proficiencia de un niño experienciando dificultades con la lectura, proveyendo ambos una estructura para apoyar el estudiantes y documentación de las estrategias e intervenciones usados. 





Al nivel intermedio y secundario, la ley requiere que se escribe un PLP para cada niño leyendo atrasado del nivel de grado/curso por 3 años o más 


Al nivel elemental, el Departamento de Educación de Woonsocket ha determinado un guía basado en los resultados de la Evaluación del Desarrollo en la Lectura (DRA – Developmental Reading Assessment) para identificar cuales estudiantes deben de tener un PLP


El PLP se escribe al principio de cada trimestre, basado en los resultados más recientes del DRA.  CUALQUIER estudiante puede tener un PLP si la maestra cree que se lo beneficiará.





El apoyo de la familia es muy importante al éxito en aprender a leer bien. Usted tiene un papel muy importante.  Aunque NO ES necesario procurar la firma del padre en el PLP, si se requiere que los maestros comparten lo que se ha escrito en el PLP con la familia. El maestro de su hijo puede pedir su ayuda trabajando con su hijo en ciertas actividades de lectura.  Si usted tiene preguntas o preocupaciones acerca del progreso que está experienciando su hijo al aprender a leer y cree que su hijo beneficiará de un Plan Personal de Alfabetización (PLP – Personal Literacy Plan), favor de hacer una cita con el maestro de su hijo.
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