
· Take advantage of conversation.

· Teach and practice new words

· Have your child “cite evidence” 

· Why do you say that? How do you know?

· When watching TV or a movie, ask your child to repeat the plot, discuss the characters, retell what happened in order (beginning, middle, end)

· Encourage your child to write. 

· Keep a journal. 

· Write letters to relatives 

· Prompt your child with questions

· Why don’t you write to auntie about what happened at soccer?

· Look at this picture of us at the beach! Why don’t we put this in your journal and we can write about what happened that day?

· Model reading.

· Read with your child. 

· Model reading skills (such as re-reading when you get confused, thinking about what will happen next).

· Let your child see you read – books, newspapers, magazines, letters.

· Show your child how visuals (graphs, diagrams, drawings, charts, photos) give important information.

· Cite evidence when you discuss the story or information (For example, “I know why the character did that because earlier we read…”)

· Practice math concepts daily.

· Count by twos, threes, fives, tens when counting things out.

· Create graphs based on family activities.

· Talk about time and money.

· Let your child measure when you cook.

· Ask your child to help you solve problems involving math – This loaf of bread costs $1.39. I have two dollars. Will I have enough left to buy us a $.50 bag of pretzels?

· Use “test-taking” behaviors when helping your child with homework

· Timing

· Skip items s/he doesn’t know and go back to them later

Adapted from material taken from www.myschoolonline.com; www.testtakingtips.com; and www.pppctr.org. 


